THE   BALANCE
behind, the levity of the advance posts in front, and the ambiguity of the treaties which reckoned on both these things. "There's nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so."
Every General Staff in Europe now discovered frontier violations, to work on the hesitating diplomats at home. According to Berchtold's fantasies, Serbian ships had fired on Austrian troops, while the German General Staff credited itself with a Russian invasion at Johannisburg. "With this action Russia has opened war against us," the relieved diplomats informed the Press. A subaltern officer had, in fact, crossed the frontier, in ignorance of the German declaration of war, which had already been despatched.
It was more important for France to be the victim of aggression; not only the Socialists, but also their enemies the French bankers, were disinclined to chime in with the Tsar's hymn; the view of the all^important ally, England, depended entirely on whether or not France were attacked. Isvolski, the unscrupulous abettor of the War Party in Paris, wired many messages which were afterwards revealed by the Russian Revolution. The French Minister of War is said to have cynically confided to his Military Attache': "We can say easily enough that we are ready in the supreme interest of peace to retard mobilisation for the time; that need not stop us from continuing and even intensifying our preparations; only large movements of troops should, if possible, be avoided.'" When the Germans really came, Isvolski wired in triumph to Jus chief:
"The Germans are crossing the frontier in small detachments. This makes it possible for the Government to tell the Chamber that France is being attacked. The German invasion of Luxemburg is looked on very favourably here, for it will inevitably evoke a protest from England and incite her to act. l£vm more effective for England would be the violation of Belgium, which is expected here." A diabolical document, reveals the cynicism of these circles in Europe! 168
